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"The Westercon" (Friday, Septe 3, 1954)

San Francisco, Califs, 4 Septe (Via Air
liail) (CNS) = I arrived in San Francis-
00 late Friday evening, as a result, 1
missed the addresses made by Tony Bouch-
ey Dean Fraszer and Poul Anderson at
the "Westercon", t h e DPacific States
resional convention held by West Coast
fans, t h e day before tiie 12th WORLD
SCIENCE FICTION CONVILZITICile I a'l s o
missed the panel discussion on "Science
Fiction vs. Hollywood", wiiich had Dick
Friendhck as moderatory and Forrest J
Ackerman, James Gumn and Villiam F. No-
lan as panelists, ’
However, I w a s in time for the
noainations and voting ‘on the site of
nextt year's "Westercon'’y LOs Angeles
von, opposed only by Secatile, Wext was
& panel discussion valled "Sclence Fic~
tion and The Yetective Story', Th e
bPanelists were Lenore Glem Offord, iike
Rossoe, Edward Ee Smith and Mipiam A=~
len de Fords Mr, Roscoe, both a pro=-

Arthur

Jean Cox
fessional detective and a detective gt=-
ory writer, walked off with the honorg,
his simple, unassuming manner and good-
natured comménts evoking much laughter
and applauses The panelists declded
that "peaceful co — existence" betwcel
science~fiction and the detective story
was possibles This discussion vas fol~
loved by two TV films, Judith lerril'g
"Shadow On The Hearth" and Richard Ik~
heson!s "Born of lian and Women't, Tho
f irst was presented by the Civil Do
fense Administration and the ‘sesond bF
The'Chamberlain Pross,
THE 12th WORLD S~F CONVENTLON
First Day — Sate, 4 Septe 1954)

(The

When the 12th ORLD SCIENCE FICTICH
CONVIETICON opened the morning o £ f{uo
4th, the first items o £ Dbusiness Vera
the wolcoming address by Lestor Culo
and short speeches by A¢ Ee van Vegh
and Forrest J Ackerman,

* Van Vogt said that Shasta Publi~
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sztions would so0a publish his "Chila
0f The Gods" series and thot e is a-
bout finished with a novelization of
his "Ezwal storiese He has managed to
work into this latter book twe novelet-
es originally unconnectced with the th-
ree "Ezwal" stories: "The Green Forest?
1 "The Sound" affecting this by a
far alterations _a n d interpolations,
"The Players of A" 1is to be published
soon in France and h o has received a
pocket~size book offer for i t here ,
Which he may accepte e remarked that

at the last three "Westercons" he has
stated that he was going to.returmn to
the s~f field and, as yet, Nc hasn't,

This time he would make no promises —-—-—
S0, perhaps, he might really d o some
110re wWork in the field,

Ackerman spoke o n the "State 0Of
Science Fiction", which h e said was
poor but there was no causc for despalsy
as yete His brief talk sontained sever~
al interesting bits of information, in-
cluding: Martin Greenberg will publish
a new theme-anthology, "Occupations Of
The Future"; Gnome Press will publish a
naw collection of Northwest Smith stor—
ies by Cs L. Moore, and has contracted
w7ith Leigh Brackett + o0 ocontinue the
"Conon" storics (based on the character
creoted by Robert Ee Howurdg  Derleth-
will issue an anthology of new writers,
"lorning Star", and s o will fan San
Sackett, although many of the latter's
stories will be taken from outside the
s~ field; Bradbury will edit a second
anthology and Japan will attcipt a sec-
oG s~f magazine (A Japancse reprint of
Amasing Stories being the first)e

The auction was conducted by Sam
iloskowitz, the original s~f auctioneer,
and Walt Daughertye

(Saturday Night ~ 4 Scot, 1954)

Sen Francisco, Calife., 5 Scpte (Via Air
IInj1) (CNS) ~ so far, last ni‘hit's Fan-
quet proved the most successiul presen-
tction of the convention (which many of
those I've spoken to have considercd on
bhe aull side) even though'it did cost
$4400 a plate, Buffet~sivlel

‘Robert Bloch was Hasicir~0f-Cere~
monids, and was his usual  humorous
sclf, For his toastmaster services to
this and past conventions, 1o was pre-
sented with a manstrous letel star with
tlie word "Hero" stamped on itjthe pres—
2

.

cntation was made by Les Cole.

Jack Williamson, Guest Of Honor ol
the "Westcrcon'", spoke firste He stroc~
sed the neced for new frontiers and hoj~
ed that s=f would be able to dissover
thems Anthony Boucher read a poea by
L. Sprague d¢ Cump entitled "Lement”,
its meter derived from on e of Ve O,
Gilbert?s ballads (The one with the 1
curry lincs "And I can't think wiyl".e
Evelyn Paige Gold, Es Es Smith and Youi-
rest J Ackerman all spoke very nrioefly,
confining themselves to a few humorous
remarkse Richard iatheson gave a short
talk in which he deplored the patroniz-
ing attitude which serious critics of
literature have towards science~fictione
The climax of the evening was tic o~
eech by John W. Czapbelly Robert Bléch~
said, "If you want to sce what John
Campbell has meant to science~fictiom
Just try t o imagine what it would he
like without hime" Campbell was grecot~
ed with very generous applause, the ad-
ience standing to acclaim him, Carypr
bell thanked them and tried to impiess
upon his listeners the idea that he waos
merely frontmen for a team.

His talk was extemporaneousi it
was pretty much like a John Canpbell
Astounding editoriale His thesis vas
that vory few advances had been rnnde
lately i n the physical scicncese e
cited an article in the MIT Revicw Wi
ich stated that the numbers of iavan~
tions per year has been steadily de—
clining the last few years, Futhermore,
each new development which does apncar,
he claimed, i s achieved at a grecater
cost than the previous one, "Tic ¢~
conomist speals of 'The Point Of Dirtinie
ishing returns'", he saids, "I belicve
we have recached that point in the plyys-
ical scicncese" The next science to Dbe
developedy h e believes, will be 'ihe
scicnces of the mind'; he was la.rgoJ;v
referring to"Extra~Sensory~Perception’,
and such likee H e intimated that e
would sec morc stories in Astoundin:
doaling with these themes,

When he sat down he was again greche-
od with such thunderous applausc tit-&
he had to stand up again and repeat hiid
asscrtion that he was 'merely a froal
man for a gamg',.

His talk was reported in the San
Francisco Ncavs undcr the heading: "DPoy-
chiatrists Arec Dopes", says scilcnco=
fiction eoditore
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(The following is taken from the notes
0< David Ae Kyle. ~the editors)
On Sunday morning the regmular annual
rieeting of t h e National .Fantasy Fan
Pederation Was helde {This is a geto-

gether meeting of all IIFF mombers at— |

tending the convention)e, The Auction
was continued after this, plus "ieet
The Authors™ where all authors present
wore introduced.

On Sunday afternocn, addresses by
Reminald Bretnorand ilargoret Ste Clair
wvere neard, follovwed by an Art Ixhibit,

The hight o £ the convention for
Swnday was the presentation of science~
ficvion's first Opera, held at 8:00 I,
T Opera was adapted by Chorles Ham,
from Rey Bradbury's short story"A Scent
0f Sarsaparilla', It was a Ronald Chase
Yroduction, starring Sue Belle Stark
2.4 Keith Bentleya The rmmsic was con~
drcted by Howard Ainetzon and ionerated
by Tony Boucher, Two 1/2 hour perfor-
nances were given, Kyle stated t h'e
Opern was an exciting successse

(The 3rd Day ~- lion. Sent 6, 1954)

(Cditorial Notes Sate 11 Sept, Since
%ie roport of the 3rd and last day of
tiie convention h a s not arrived from
Artiny Jean Cox, at this time, we tele—
phoned Ilrse Gold, and she was kind en-
ousr to tell us the happenings of the
third dgy for this reporte~the oditors)

The first item on the last day of
the convention wa s an Sditors Panel
with iirs. Gold, John W, Coipbell, Tony
Bouchor, Martin Greenberg ond Sam Ilosk-
ouritze Poul  Anderson  wes mod=-
erators The Panel discussod such items
as Vhyy Science~Fiction llagpkines! sales
arc only to a limited audianccs Th e
Incrcase I n Women Reuders O0Of S~
Adult Science~Fiction, and others. John
e Compbell, ilrs. Gold ond Tony Boucher
apressed the need of a good juveniie
scicince~fiction magazinc,

Aftcr the pancl came t h ¢ f£inal
anction in which the most intcresting
itoms were Copper ~ C o i 1 statures of
lrse Gold, Boucher and Campbell were
euctioned offe The Boucher and Camp~—
bell statues went for about $2450 oach,
whilc lirs, Gold's status wont for $5.006

While no figurcs arc now availuble
on the auctiong IHrs, Gold rcports that
the Convention met all expenscs, & %
lcast,

Then cam¢ the Science Pancl with
Wello Pace as moncrator an d Jolm W,
Campbcll, Willy Loy, Poul Anderson and
John Picrcc on the pancl, ; :

Cievcland won the 1955 Convention
sitc, with Buffalo and Detroit tryiag
hard to obtain ite Clevcland tricd hawd
to obtain the 1954 Convention in Phial~
delvhia in 1953, and has been spencing
the time betwecn conventions fighting
like mad for the previlage of holding
the 1955 Convention,

The Mesquerade was onc of the Lin~
est cver held, with costumes galorec,
For the first timc i n the history of
scicnce~fiztion conventions, a r e a l
live Dixio~Land Jazz Band supplicd tho
mus ic, which ilrss Gold dcscribcd a s
"2cal Gone", The. judges for the best

masqueradc costumes werc: Mrse, Gold,
Bouchor, Campbell, Bob Bloch and "Vorr
pira", They awarcd the followings

Thc ilost Beautiful to a gal dressed o
"liss Galaxy'; The _Most Ingenious 30
A fan drosscd as "D.0ed," (Dead On Are—
rival)s The lMost Exoctic to one drecssod
as "Decp Space" and Thne lipst Amusing to
the well-lmovm "ied Professor",  Fowr
honorable mentions were also givene

Hrse Gold reports that over 700
persons attcndced the conventione Loss
than at Chicago in 1952, but morc ticn
at Philadclphia in 1953, She had high
praisc f£or the Convention Committee b~
at put on the conventions She said ti~
ey workod hard and put on 2 well~timod
and well-plaxmed convention that w a 3
the best she had yot attended,

NEXT YEAR: CLEVELAND}
(Editorial Note: We expect more dotail~
cd reports in from our reporters at tho
Convention, perhaps i n time £for our
next issuce Our thanks to 1lrs, Gold
Dave Kylc and Arthur Jean Cox, who mado
this ccmnleto rcport possible,)

The most cnjoyable conventions in 153
NY-NJ area arc the Fanvet Conventionsye
eeComc to the next onc, THE FIFTH{ FAji-~
VET CCOVENTION, Sundsy, April 17, 19435,
at Werdcrmann's Hall, 3rd Ave., at 1dth
Strect, New York City, NY. Prografi be~
egins at 1 Fil, No admission charges
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E OKya'CH I REPORD

by Donald Es Ford

Sharoville, Ohio, 7 Septey, (CilS) ~ The
CKLACQIT II, regional  Oklahoma  State
Convention, was held on Septaiber 4th
mad 5th at the Biltmore Hotel at Okla~
hona City. About 40 fans were present,
Outstanding fans from that area were:
Don IicPhail, the old~time fan from the
early thirties; Sam Martinez, e€ditor of
Shadovland, with his helper Bill Shell;
Do:i & Dolores Chapwell (Tulds)j;and Kent
Corey, editor of A La Soacce Dob liar-
tinez, Sam's son is "10y rears old" sh~
ogved up with his Dad & slco with his
owm £fan mag celled Saturday  Evening
Q’@ 5te

Attending with me from the Cinci-
mati Fantasy Group was Jin Holtcl, a
nevecomer to-fandomes e made saie phone
calls while passing through Ste Louis
and nersuaded Larry Touzinsky, editor
o Fon~To-See, to ride o u t with us.
Pros were exceedingly scarces Neil
Goble, a fan who had sonc meterial pr-
lated in a college maz wes presente
4Llvia Hart, a doctor of Scicntology and
clitor of Aberee,geve a 10 ainute talke
Pro1l Tulsa was Gerry Greeinstreet, who
had her story published in the July 19~
54 Amazing, Sam ilartnez also has sold=-
1 or 2 stories to the pros.

However, a good time was enjoyed
by alle I showed some Kodachrome slic—
es of various con activities I've af~
tended i n previous years. ( Chigazo,
lidgwesteons, etc).

The Hotel was nicej they trecated
us nicey and the people out that way
were very friendly., Haterisl from I:
and Universe W a s amutioned off (art-
work), Huge amounts of magazines and
books were also auctioned o f £, Jin
Holtel got most of the large Sint
Amazings, Amazing guarterlies, and -
old Astoundiugs.

4 vote was held and Tulsa picked
for next year's con (OKLACON III) to be
held on the July 4th week — end, Do
Chappell, editor of Nite Cry, will be
the chairman,
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